
 

 

July 2019 

D-Day Exhibit Opening 

We officially opened our D-Day ô44: Canada in Normandy exhibit on June 6, 2019.  The event went very well.  
We had ninety guests in attendance.  Among the distinguished guests were CFB Base Commander, LCol Dave 
MacIntyre and incoming Base Commander, LCol Jeff Lyttle.  We also had the Mayor of Brandon, Rick 
Chrest, in attendance and MLA Brandon West, Reg Helwer.  Other notables were Chairman of the RCA Mu-
seum Board of Directors, Chuck LaRocque, and museum board members Ken Cashin and Kent Forman.  
Many soldiers were in attendance from Base Headquarters, 2PPCLI, and 1RCHA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above is a photo courtesy of the Shilo Stag of the opening cere-
mony.  It shows everyone standing to attention for the playing of 
OôCanada before the Museum Director, Senior Curator, Chair-
man of the Board 
and Base Command-
er opened the exhib-
it.   

We placed a kitted 
out WW2 Bren Gun 
Carrier at the en-
trance of our muse-
um for the after-
noon.  We hope that 

all the guests enjoyed the opening of our exhibit and will come 
back with their friends and families. 
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objective of securing up to Caen-Bayeux road and 
railway line.  The 8th with the 9th would secure the 
high ground near Caen, including the Carpiquet air-
field.  By evening, Canadian soldiers were able to 
link with the British on Gold Beach to the west, but 
unable to link with Sword Beach to the east.  Addi-
tionally, 340 Canadians died, 574 were wounded, 
and forty-seven were taken prisoner.  

 

The RCA Museum opened a new temporary exhibit 
entitled D-Day ô44: Canada in Normandy on 6 June 
2019.  We are displaying a large number of WW2 

artifacts, in-
cluding an M7 
Priest 105mm 
howitzer.  Ca-
nadians used 
ninety-six M7 
Priests during 
the Juno Beach 
landing.  To the 
M7 Priest, staff 
added a 50 cal. 
machine gun 
with ammo box, 
extra track, 
wheels, barbed 
wire, canvas 
bags, Jerry 
cans, cables, 
cam netting, 
canvas tarps, 

gun sight, and 105mm projectiles and casings.  

 

The exhibit features a number of guns and vehicles, 
including a 2 pounder anti-tank gun and a BSA M20 
motorcycle.  We included artifacts connected to a 
number of notable Canadian soldiers, including 
BGen Griffin who commanded the 14th Field Regi-
ment during the D-Day landing, and LCol Buchanan 
who received the second bar to his Silver Cross for 
heroic actions after the D-Day landing.  Of note the 
14th Field Regiment began landing on Juno Beach 
100 minutes after H Hour or at 0925 on 6 June 1944.  
We hope visitors will come and see it. 

The D-Day Landing was designed to create a bridge-
head upon which the Allies could liberate France 
and then the rest of Europe.  The main Allied armies 
were the U.S., Britain and Canada on five concurrent 
sections of Normandy coast.  Juno Beach was Cana-
daôs section to assault on 6 June 1944.  The initial 
Canadian attack was completed by two brigade 
groups, the 7th and 8th, over a span of roughly 4 İ 
miles.   

 

Allied planning called for heavy artillery support 
both before and during the invasion.  The Artillery 
executed a 
beach barrage 
over advancing 
Canadian sol-
diers.  This was 
a highly coordi-
nated and 
mechanized 
landing with the 
beach filled 
with vehicles, 
including self-
propelled artil-
lery.  On the 
artillery side, 
the 12th and 13th 
Field Regi-
ments support-
ed the 7th Bri-
gade, and the 
14th and 19th supported the 8th Brigade.  These four 
regiments each had 24 M7 Priest 105mm howitzers.  
Four Priests were loaded onto each LCT landing 
craft.  LCT landing craft with M7 Priests fired for 30 
minutes before the landing.  LCS landing craft with 
6 pounders engaged enemy positions, while LCA 
landing craft, full of infantry, stormed the beaches.   

 

The first assault on the beaches came at 0755 or 10 
minutes after H-Hour.  They sustained heavy casual-
ties from portions of the German 716th Infantry Divi-
sion.  Fourteen thousand Canadians stormed Juno 
Beach.  The landing achieved mixed results.  The 7th 
would push 10 miles inward to achieve its  
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Field Force during the North-West Rebellion.  This 
force fought in the last battle on Canadian soil.  
Strange helped open up the West and was a larger-

than-life figure in Canadian history.  In 
1925, he became the first Colonel 
Commandant of the Royal Regiment.  
Strange is the "father of the Canadian 
artillery" and the first "Great Gunner."  
These facts make his military medals 
an exceptional acquisition.  

 

The Royal Regiment and the RCA Mu-
seum will honor his legacy.  In Shilo, 
we have General Strange Hall named 
after the great man, but there is little 
else in Canada to honor him.  These 
medals help explain Canadian military 
history; a history that sometimes for-
gets its military heroes.  His medals are 
evidence of his achievements and of 

our common heritage.  

RCA Museum Board Chairman, Chuck LaRocque and B 
Battery Soldier hold General Strangeôs medals during the 
unveiling on 6 May 2019.   

 

We repatriated these medals to Canada.  They will 
stay in Canada at our Regimental museum.  We will 
also create a traveling exhibit featuring the great man 
and his medals.  As new generations of Canadian 
Gunners come they will learn about the man and see 
his medals.  We are very grateful to have these medals 
and we look forward to telling his story. 

I am very pleased to announce the return of Major-
General T. B. ñJingoò Strangeôs medals to the Royal 
Regiment.  The RCA Museum has purchased the Gen-
eral Strange medals and brought them 
home.  They arrived at our museum on 
3 May 2019. 

 

We purchased the medals at auction on 
10 April 2019.  The RCA Senate raised 
the funds for this acquisition.  100% of 
the funds used for the purchase came 
from private donations.  I would like to 
thank the RCA Senate for raising the 
money for these historic medals.  I 
would also like to thank everyone that 
gave funds or helped with this project.  
In addition, I would like to recognize 
the Colonel Commandant, Brig-Gen 
(Retôd) J. J. Selbie, OMM, CD for 
leading the fundraising drive.  

Photo of the Major-General T. B. Strange Medals: North-
west Canada Medal 1885 & Indian Mutiny Medal 1857-
59. 

 

The Maj-Gen T. B. "Jingo" Strange medals are invalu-
able to the Royal Regiment.  General Strange had 
many accomplishments.  In 1872, he was the first 
Commandant of B Battery and served in this capacity 
for ten years.  He helped found and transform the Post
-Confederation Canadian militia.  In 1885, Strange 
came out of retirement and  commanded the Alberta  



 

 

The 67th Battery Association Gun  

 

From 1930 to 1974, veterans of the 67th Battery Association met 
every summer at the ñChateau de la Haieò near Sturgeon Lake, 
Ontario.  The 67th ñVarsityò Battery was, in part, raised from stu-
dents from the University of Toronto.  The men from the 67th Bat-
tery would go on and fight in the Great War.  They certainly 
shared a unique bond, and after the war, they established the 67th 
Battery Association.   

 

This cabin at Sturgeon Lake has a noteworthy history.  The origi-
nal log cabin was built in the 1830s.  It was the pioneer home of 
Jabez Thurston and family.  In 1930, the cabin was acquired by the 
67th Battery Association and given the name ñChateau de la Haieò 
in honour of a stately chateau in France that had served as Canadian Corps Headquarters in WW1.  After 
WW1, hundreds of German war trophies came to Canada and were distributed to communities across the 
country.  One of the war trophies, a 15cm German heavy artillery long barrelled howitzer went to the Varsity 
Stadium at the University of Toronto.  The gun stayed at the stadium for approximately 20 years before the 
67th Battery Association acquired it and moved it to the Chateau de la Haie at Sturgeon Lake in 1939.  In dis-
cussions with the Soldiersô Tower & Carillon at the University of Toronto, who honour the memory of the 
67th ñVarsityò Battery, more than 100 U of T students, including some from the 67th ñVarsityò Battery, also 
served in Russia and Siberia during the North Russia Intervention (1918-1919).  

 

Photo from the RCA Museum Archives of the 67th Battery. 

The gun itself is a 15cm sFH13 designed by Krupp Co. in Germany.  3,409 were built from 1913 to 1918.  
The howitzer had a horizontal sliding-breach block and a basic hydro-spring recoil mechanism.  There were 
three variants including the original sFH13 with short barrel, the lg. sFH13 L/17 with long barrel, and the 
simplified lg. sFH 13/02.  This particular gun is the original 15cm sFH13 with a replacement L/17 long bar-
rel.  The barrel would need replacing after firing 20 to 25 thousand rounds.  The Allies referred to the gun as 
ñFine-Ninesò or ñFive Point Ninesò due to the internal diameter of the barrel at 150mm or 5.9 inches.  These 
guns delivered heavy firepower with a shell weighing approximately 42 kilograms and an effective range up 
to 8,800 meters.  They continued to be used after WW1, until the sFH18 was introduced in the 1930s.  The 
RCA Museum has a sFH18 displayed in our Gun Park.   

 

In 1974, the cottage was sold.  By this time, the majority of the war vets were in their 80s.  In 1990, Celia 
Devov and Robert Bell purchased the cottage which still had the German WW1 artillery piece sitting out 
front.  In June 2018, Celia and Robert contacted retired Brig-Gen Ernie Beno regarding the possible donation 
of the WW1 German howitzer.  In July 2018, I had the opportunity to visit Celia and Robert at their lakeside 
property.  I inspected the gun and it certainly appeared intact and placed in the same spot for every bit of 77 
years.  The gun has been painted many times, which has protected the metal from rust damage and the ele-
ments.  Unfortunately, the wooden wheels have not faired well and are in need of replacement.  The barrel is 
fully recoiled and requires some restoration. 
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